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Meeting 


: 5th June 


: 3rd July 


Excursion : 7th June 


Excursion : 4th July 


Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
Mr. P. Trusler - "The Artist in Nature" 
"Fungi" - Mrs. F. Chuk 


Sunday - Full day : Bittern Lagoon 
Working bee : Leaders - Mr. D. Evans, Mrs. P. Murphy 
Saturday - Half day : Fungi, Invermay 

Leader - Mrs. F. Chuk 
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Editor, 


Dr. F. HARRAP 


Mrs. M. ROTHERAM 


Miss H. BURGESS 
Mr. S. REYNOLDS 
Mr. J. NETHERWAY 


Phone 301651 eT as pena Sac ee ee 
ion Building of the School o nes a industries, 
Phone 31 4054 Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


Phone 312210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

Phone 327721  gattaRAT. AT 9.30am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS 

Phone 32 7296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


VALE : MISS OLIVIA HERBERT 


To those who knew her, the recent death of Miss Olivia Herbert, 
a foundation member of the Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat, was 
sad news. Joining other naturalists like Alan Sonsee, Jack Wheeler, 
Mary White, the late Stella Bedggood, Robert Smith and others, in 
her quiet way Miss Herbert did much to foster the love of nature 
in young and old alike. 


On one excursion a member complained of being unable to hear any 
bird calls. Her advice, still applicable, was "to stand still, be 
quiet and you'll hear them". HE DID (all three)!!! 


At earlier Club meetings it was usual for someone to give a verbal 
report on the last excursion. Miss Herbert frequently obliged 
when her quiet voice and concise detailed recitals held the complete 
interest of her listeners. 


To attend Club meetings and excursions meant travelling, by bus, 
from Daylesford on Fridays, staying with friends for 3 nights then 
returning to Daylesford on Monday morning. It was her custon, 
when refreshments were being taken, to insist on sharing her 
lovely ham sandwiches with all her friends. Also she personally 
thanked the leaders for the pleasures they had shared. 


Increasing years and the passing of those friends curtailed 
and finally ended her attendance at Club meetings. 


At the south end of Happy Valley a group of trees marks the site 
of Miss Herbert's first school as a teacher. When ever I pass 
that way I shall always remember the happy hours spent in her 
company. P, Fry 


BITTERN LAGOON WORKING BEE: Members attending are requested to ) 
bring their own gardening tools, etc. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMPOUT, BAMBRA CAMP, AUGUST 28TH - 30TH, 1981 
HOSTS: Colac F.N.C. 


ACCOMMODATION: Bambra Camp s dormitory, tent sites, limited 
unpowered space for caravans 
Caravan Parks : at Winchelsea and Colac 
Hotels : at Winchelsea and Colac 


FURTHER INFORMATION: available from our Secretary, Miss. H. Burgess 
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Studying a map 
of the wildlife 
reserves at the 
Clunes Swamps 
are Mr. Tom 
Evans, M.L.A. 
(centre), with 
our President 
Dr. Frank Harrap 
and Vice-Presi- 
dent Margaret 
Rotheram. 


Photograph courtesy Ballarat Courier 


GAME RESERVE AT MIDDLE SWAMP, CLUNES 


Field naturalists, bird observers and many other interested 
community groups received good news last month when Mr. Tom Evans, 
MLA, announced that a further parcel of land had been acquired by 
the Victorian Government at the Clunes Swamps. Following sub- 
missions by Ballarat, Maryborough and Creswick Field Naturalists 
Clubs and numerous other organisations, with persistent 
representations by Mr. Evans, Merrin Merrin Swamp was saved from 
development when the Government acquired surrounding land in 1977. 
The then Minister for Conservation, Mr. W.A. Borthwick, gave an 
undertaking that further areas of land would be purchased as they 
became available. Planning controls were exercised to ensure. that 
the swamps were safeguarded. The latest piece of land to be bought 
is on Middle Swamp, the more permanent body of water (though both 
swamps may become seasonally dry in drought conditions). 


The Clunes Swamps are valued by conservationists because they 
form an environment of great importance to the sustenance of an 
ecological colony, including a significant number of water fowl 
species. Middle Swamp is a shallow lake which at times has an 


area of about 160 ha covering stands of tussock grass, stumps and 
logs. 
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This provides an excellent feeding ground for waterfowl. Merrin 

Merrin Swamp at times reaches a depth of about one metre and covers 

an area of about 200 ha. Natural cover varies from flooded grass 

to large trees and supports intensive nesting by waterfowl and 

other species. The two swamps complement each other to form a 

complete wetland environment. They are also linked, through the 

richly populated bird habitat in the timbered area of Fells Gully, 

with the significant Flora and Fauna Reserve at Mount Beckworth, 
providing an impressive range of both passerine and non-passerine bar 
birds in the Clunes district. 


The swamps form an invaluable refuge for migratory species. When 
the campaign to save the Clunes Swamps from development began early 
in 1976, the bird list comprised 97 species with breeding records 
for 32. Since the area has been declared a Game Reserve, more 
species have been recorded, ranging from the Glossy Ibis, an 
exciting visitor as far south as this, to the Zebra Finch., New 
nesting records have also been obtained. 


The swamps are now being managed by the Fisheries & Wildlife 
Division of the Ministry of Conservation. Nesting boxes have been 
added and trees planted, and it is hoped that with fencing and the 
cessation of grazing, the red gum forest might regenerate. 


Appreciation: 


The campaign to save the swamps has involved our club and other 
groups, particularly Maryborough FNC and the Victorian Field and 
Game Association, in many deputations to Parliament House, arranged, 
introduced and strongly supported by Mr. Tom Evans. 


To recognise Mr. Evans' dedicated and persistent efforts in 
following this project through on behalf of the organisations, the 
FNCB presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation at the May 
meeting. The certificate recognises his work for conservation in 
the district in a number of areas. Presenting this unique award, 
the president, Dr. Frank Harrap, referred to the problem of 
diminishing wetlands throughout the world. Even in the Central 
Highlands, many small swamps and ponds which supported a 
sometimes remarkable variety of birdlife, were being lost 
progressively through drainage and filling for development, he 
said. This made the preservation of natural wetlands, such as 
the Clunes Swamps, all the more vital. Designed by Graham Hawley, 
the certificate features the club's emblem of the Goodenia lanata, 
and now has a place of honor on Mr. Evans' desk. 


» era. 


M. .Rotheram 


go Ye? Paco 
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WINTER SWAMP 


Ballarat Fisheries & Wildlife officer John Clements and 
Mr. Greg Wallace from the divisional office of the Forests 
Commission, took Club representatives on a guided tour of an 
exciting conservation project being undertaken at Winter Swamp. 


The swamp, which lies between the Ring Road and Western High- 
way, is being developed by the Shire of Ballarat as a bird 
sanctuary and passive recreation area. As the swamp has dried 
out with the unusually long hot summer, the Shire has taken the 
opportunity of dredging it to deepen the basin and build up a 
number of islands as refuges and nesting sites for the birds. 
Native trees are to be planted in copses as windbreaks and bird 
habitat, and natural swamp vegetation is to be introduced to 
replace the original vegetation lost through years of grazing. 


Helen Burgess and Pat Murphy were able to suggest a number of 
indigenous native shrubs and trees to add to the Forests 
Commission's list. John Clements has taken up a suggestion of 
releasing native fish in the swamp, which with the dredging, 
should now have deeper permanent water. There are not many 
native fish indigenious to the Ballarat area, but he believes 
there is a good chance of getting some Blackfish and Murray Cod. 
He is having some pipes laid to provide shelter and possibly 
spawning grounds for the fish. Ballarat Shire is to be warmly 
congratulated on its initiative in this venture. 

M. Rotheram 


MIGRATORY BEEKEEPING 


At our May meeting, Mr. Gavin Jamieson brought along a glass-— 
sided, demonstration hive of bees to illustrate his subject of 
migratory beekeeping. This hive has been kept at the Sebastopol 
Technical School for 5 years. It is re-queened each year with 
a queen bought in N.S.W. or Northern Victoria to obtain a strain 
that is not aggressive. 


Basically Australia has four strains of bees, Ligura, Italian, 
Caucaston and Carneolin. The grey striped Caucasion is a hardier 
insect for the Ballarat climate. Each hive has a queen (fertile 
female), worker bee (infertile females) and drones (to fertilize 
the queen). The youngest workers clean cells and make them 


ready for the eggs. After a few days they are old enough to feed 
pollen and nectar to the older bee larvae. 


They then feed the youngest larvae with milk that is made from a 
gland in their head. When their milk glands cease production they 
stop feeding larvae and begin to receive nectar brought back by the 
food gatherers. This nectar is stored in cells where it is slowly 
changed into honey. At this time they also pack down the pollen in 
the cells where it has been stored by the food gatherers. When the 
workers are about 13 days old, they co-operate in building comb. 
Later when their wax glands stop working, they guard the entrance 
to the hive. Finally they prepare for food gathering. First 
making short flights to get to know the area and then leaving in 
search of flowers. Workers take 21 day to hatch and have a life 
span of 3 to 6 weeks. 


Bees compete successfully with other insects for the limited 
supply of pollen and nectar produced by the flowers, because they 
have an efficient way of telling other bees where there is food 
by doing a special dance. This dnace tells the others the direction 
and distance from the hive of the food source. Pollen is collected 
by making the bees crawl through a critical sized mesh at the hive 
entrance. This pulls the pollen off the bees legs. It is then 
air dried and cleaned and sold as a health food. 


Hives are shifted to different areas to get peak-production at 
different times of the year. A hive of 70,000 bees will fill the 
combs in 3 days on a good honey flow. Hives are loaded onto trucks 
and shifted at night as they have to ventilate, as wax becomes 
turgid at 120°F and melts at 140°F. Bees keep their hives at a 
constant 86°F to 92°F throughout the year. When the trucks stop, 
the lights must be put out to keep the bees in the hives. 


Different honeys with different characteristics are produced in 
different areas. Thick honey is produced in summer heat in a good 
honey flow. Pure messmate honey will never candy but oilseed rape 
honey will candy in 4 days. Rape-seed makes a thinner honey. 4 
Lighter honey is the most expensive to buy but darker honey has 
more nutrition. Older combs make slightly darker honey. Leather- 
wood honey is the most expensive as it has been well promoted. 
Honey from the desert banksia goes into the manufacturing of 
menthol cigarettes to bind the tobacco together. 


To prepare honey for sale the capping is cut off the cells with a 
heated knife. The frames are then placed in the extractor which 
spins at 140 rpm., for 3 minutes. The honey passes over a steam 
coil before falling into a tank. Bees etc., float to the top & are 
skimmed off. The honey is then heated slightly, strained, blended 


and packed. Jean Spicer 
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LINTON EXCURSION 


About 20 members went on the May excursion around the Linton 
area. The weather was very mild and improved greatly as the day 
went on. As we travelled down the Happy Valley Rd., to the 
Devil's Kitchen we saw a black-faced cuckoo-shrike. After a 
short delay wondering what had happened to 4 of our cars, we 
carried on to the top.of the road, then walked to a hill top & 
looked down into a valley while Peter Fry spoke on the geology 
of the area. The view was very pretty but very dry. While here 
we sawflame robin, tree martin, welcome swallow, brown hawk. 


The B.O.C. reserve is kept very neat and tidy by Roger Thomas, 
the manager of the reserve, who was our leader at this stage. 
We were joined by three Ararat F.N. members. We admired very many 


trees and shrubs, far too many to name — Acacia rigens, A.linifolia, 


A.melanoxylon, A.hawitti, A.retinodes, Banksia ericifolio, 
B.marginata, Flakeo petiolaris, Grevillea Clearview David, and a 
very nice Candlebark was well admired. Roger said the birds were 
very quiet, but we did see yellow robin, white-eared honeyeater, 
red—-browed finch, golden whistler, eastern shrike-tit, white- 
throated tree-creeper, brown thornbill. While we were walking 
Roger said "Now I have a speckled warbler's nest to show you." 

I would have put my foot on it, but Roger, knowing it was there, 
stopped me just in time. We all had a good look and feel of it. 
For most of us it was the first time we had seen one. It was just 
before this, that a very energetic "war" dance was performed by a 
lady with ants in her pants. After a 1s hours walk around the 
block we had a very peaceful lunch break. A very enjoyable 
morning. Thanks Roger. 


Then off again to Skipton Road 92 mile block. On arriving, we 
disturbed some people trying, I think, to find their fortune as 
they had some very expensive equipment lying around. Although 
there was very little to be seen we had a very pleasant walk and 
while walking, we saw a pair of wedge-tailed eagles, grey fantail, 
speckled warbler, kookaburra, scarlet robin, white-necked heron, 
chough nest and a possum. Just a few plants, a very nice Correa 
reflexa out in flower, Acacia genistifolia and plenty of coral 
lichen. Later afternoon tea and home again after a very pleasant 
relaxing day. Thanks Peter. 


Edna Fry 


New Member: Mr. Robert Brouwers was welcomed at the May Meeting 


and was wished a long and happy association with the 
club. 
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BOOK REVIEW :"'A Field Guide to the Birds of Australia" by Graham 
Pizzey; illustrated by Roy Doyle. $24.95 


The more I look through this book the more impressed I am with it. 
At first glance it may appear to offer little more than the two 
popular Slater books, but it has many advantages, which is not sur- 
prising considering it is 10 years younger. By far its most important 
difference is that it is all in one book, not two like Slater's. 


The illustrations are, on the whole, fair to good - of about the. 
same quality as Slater's. Pointers on the plates show the diagnostic 
features of each bird. Particularly welcome are the immature 
cuckoos, good sittellas and tree-creepers and a female pink robin 
showing the rich copper wing-bars. On the other hand, the spotted 
quail-thrush is shown with a bright blue breast instead of pale grey, 
the blackbird is dark glossy greenish-black, and the male satin 
flycatcher is too dull. Still we have no illustrations of immatures 
of the red-browed finch and goldfinch - these must apparently wait 
for the next field guide, which, like the European ones, will have 
illustrations and text on facing pages. When will that be? 


If the illustrations of Roy Doyle's in this book are not as clear 
as they should be, or if the pointers don't seem to indicate what 
they should, then a check with Pizzey's text will tell us all we 
need to know. This text is in a class of its own - fresh, clear, 
concise. The sections on field marks and voice in particular are 
excellent - I consider the book worth its price for these alone. 
Maps showing the Australian range of each species are grouped 
together at the back of the book, although written descriptions in 
the main text are perhaps just as helpful. 


It is pleasing to see the author using the established well known 
names, instead of adopting the unnecessary and confusing names being 
recommended by some people. 


When you buy your copy of this book, make sure you make full use 
of the excellent text. Read especially the helpful introductory 
remarks for each group, and rely more on the text than the 
illustrations. This book would unhesitatingly be my choice if 
I was in the unfortunate position of having to choose just one 
bird book for my library. Highly recommended. 


Roger Thomas 
CRESWICK F.N.C. MEETING 


Mr. Don White from the Wildlife Research Station at Serendip will 


be speaking on the Clunes Swamps at the Creswick F.N.C. meeting 
on Thurs. June 18 at 8 p.m. at the Church of England, Napier Street, 


Creswick. 
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